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The Public Realm of Ayr Town Centre is rich with character 
and heritage. We want the public space to attract people 
to visit and, most importantly, enjoy spending time in 
Ayr Town Centre. This means taking the opportunities to 
improve the different types of public spaces in our town.

We have broken these types of spaces down into three 
broad categories and the following pages expand on 
each one and prompt feedback from you.

The categories are:

• Waterfront
• Streets and Vennels
• Nodes

Please use the post-it notes and the map provided to record 
your ideas and suggestions about any of the categories 
above.

Got some suggestions for the 
Public Realm of the town centre?Write your ideas down on a post-
it and stick them on the map.
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The Waterfront includes any stretch of path or publicly 
accessible open space with direct connection to the River 
Ayr.
The photographs on this page provide prompts for your 
suggestions on how these spaces could be improved.

The two big questions are:

• What should stay the same to preserve the character?

• What could be changed to encourage people to spend 
more time in the Town Centre?

Things to consider could be: Surface Materials, Street 
Furniture, Plants and Greenery or Use of Space.
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High Street looking North

Sandgate looking North

Sandgate looking North

Alloway Street looking North

High Street looking South

Kirk PortHope Street looking NorthMiddle Close

Furniture on High Street

Streets and Vennels includes the main streets and High 
Street, along with the connecting minor streets and vennels.
The photographs on this page provide prompts for your 
suggestions on how these spaces could be improved.

The two big questions are:

• What should stay the same to preserve the character?

• What could be changed to encourage people to spend 
more time in the Town Centre?

Things to consider could be: Surface Materials, Street 
Furniture, Plants and Greenery or Use of Space.
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Nodes includes any open spaces within the town centre to 
gather, spend time or stop and rest.
The photographs on this page provide prompts for your 
suggestions on how these spaces could be improved.

The two big questions are:

• What should stay the same to preserve the character?

• What could be changed to encourage people to spend 
more time in the Town Centre?

Things to consider could be: Surface Materials, Street 
Furniture, Plants and Greenery or Use of Space.
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GREEN SPACE?

LACK OF USABLE 
SPACE?

ANOTHER PLACE 
FOR BINS?

TOWN HERITAGE

NO ACCESS TO 
FOUNTAIN



Empty properties are something the Council are taking 
seriously.

The Council has recognized that Ayr has an issue with 
properties to let. In certain areas (most notably the “fish 
cross” area at the bottom of the town) some of these 
properties have been empty for over 2 years and give a 
feeling of dereliction to the town. 

They are not maintained, they have unsightly large “A” 
frame boards above the shops promoting Estate Agencies. 
There is no consistency and this also leads to the unkempt 
feel of the town wherever they are.

To this end, we are planning a template revitalisation of a 
“to let/for sale” property that the Council own (the old James 
Thin building in the Sandgate). 

This template would hopefully be used as the basis for 
working with the Estate Agents and Owners of all of the 
other empty properties in Ayr to bring all of their empty 
properties in town up to the same standard.
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Initial plans for the revitalisation are to make ALL of the empty 
properties look the same; our initial thoughts are that:

1. The removal of all of the unsightly “A” frame boards from   
  above the to let/for sale property

2. A complete clean up of shop frontage and also inside the   
  shop

3. The addition of a neutral (possibly light grey / silver) vinyl   
  covering inside the window and door of the property

4. This vinyl would (again being consistent over ALL to let   
  properties) advertise the Estate Agent with all of their details  
  without the need for “A” frames

5. The vinyl would also show the retail space avail in Sq M and  
  any (and all) other information required for the property to let

6. We are of the opinion that if consistency is kept among all of  
  these to let properties, this would make the town look better, it  
  would also have the added benefit of potentially attracting a  
  tenant (which, in their current state, they do not)
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Historic Buildings at Fish Cross & Hope Street and Initial 
Plans for Improvement

The town of Ayr has existed for over 800 years;  Loudon 
Hall in Ayr dates from the early 16th Century. We would 
like to capitalise on the historic aspect of the ancient town 
of Ayr . 
 
We understand that retail habits have changed, with the 
rise of internet shopping, out of town retail parks etc.  
We would like to see the area of the Fish Cross  
predominately changed to promote the historic aspect of 
the town.

We have had discussions with Historic Scotland and they 
have told us that the premises at the Fish Cross need work 
done on them to remove overgrown foliage in the gutters 
and downpipes, also a rejuvenation of the buildings by 
repainting them, probably white or cream.

It is not fully known if any internal damage has happened 

to these buildings through water ingress as no access has 
been gained as yet. However, we intend to work closely with 
Estate Agents and owners to discover the exact damage (if 
any) to these buildings. 

A representative from Historic Scotland (on a basic initial 
viewing of these buildings) think they are still sound. The 
area above the fish Cross is the area that we would like to 
initiate a change. We would also (in the long term) like to 
see people moving back into the town centre.

Hope Street (right) is also another area at the bottom of the 
town that has seen  business leave; it now only has a very 
small number left. It is a short street that is badly lit and can 
suffer from drainage issues. 

Possible ideas for regeneration would to use quality lighting, 
improve drainage, removal of  Estate Agents “A” boards (as 
above) , the initiation of the empty shop front window vinyls 
to be in keeping with the embryonic plans we have for all 
other empty shop fronts in the town.




